
 

 

COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF MARCH 3, 2014 

 

The Work Session of March 3, 2014 was called to order at 6:05 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford, the 

Administrator the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the meeting to public comments.  No public comments were 

made. 

 

Robin Potter, Chairperson of the Shade Tree Commission, and Steve Walko, 

Construction Code Official immediately joined the meeting to discuss the draft Shade 

Tree Commission (STC) ordinance.  Ms. Potter noted that the wording used in Section 8 

is from the State Statutes.  Discussions were held on what would happen if a decision by 

the STC conflicts with another board’s decision.  Commissioner Moscatelli asked for 

confirmation that in a case where the STC and the Zoning Board (ZB) or  Planning Board 

(PB) make conflicting decisions regarding a specific property then the ZB would prevail.  

The Borough Solicitor agreed.  Ms. Potter gave a brief summary of the STC’s reason to 

propose the changes to the ordinance governing their board.  She noted that this is the 

combining of two chapters; §56 – Shade Tree Commission and §224 – Trees.  After some 

discussion various changes were made to the draft document.  Discussions then 

centered on when the STC should be brought into the discussion on a construction 

project.  If it something that will not go before the Planning Board (PB) or ZB, then the 

Construction Code Official will take it directly to STC, if necessary.  If it needs to go 

before either the PB or ZB, then it will be added to the checklist for the homeowner to 

follow before the application is deemed complete.  If the STC makes a decision, then it 

needs to be in resolution format per the Borough Solicitor.  The question was raised on if 

there is a conflict in decision between STC and PB or ZB then what the procedure would 

be.  The Borough Administrator suggested that STC member be present when an 

application for which they have passed a resolution is before either PB or ZB.  Ms. Potter 

asked for the Solicitor’s advice on timing if there is not a chance for the STC to pass 

resolution before the PB or ZB hears the matter.  The Solicitor advised that the 

application has to wait until resolution can be done before moving forward.  It was 

agreed that the STC chairperson should meet with the PB and ZB chairpersons to 

coordinate this.  They also agreed that Commissioner Rochford would facilitate this 

meeting.  The discussions moved on to the use of construction fencing around trees 

during construction projects.  It was agreed that the STC would determine when such 

fencing is necessary and advise the Construction Office so that it can be enforced.  

Discussions were held on the standards to be used when such fencing is necessary.  It 

was pointed out that there are ANSI standards for this use.  It was agreed that this 

review by the STC needs to be tied into the Zoning Permit issuance; as an amendment 

to Code Chapter 135.  Ms. Potter then continued to review the changes in the 

combining of Chapters 56 and 224.  It was agreed that a Dedicated by Rider Trust Fund 

account should be set up for the STC funds collected per the authorization in the 

ordinance to collect fees.  Ms. Potter finished by asking what the timing would be for 

the introduction of the new STC ordinance.  The Borough Administrator stated that we 

want to put information out to the public on these changes before it is introduced, 

which could be as early at the March 25th or April 8th meeting if we can get the 



 

 

educational material out next week.  The Commissioners agreed to move forward on 

this ordinance.  Ms. Potter and Mr. Walko left the meeting at 6:55 p.m. 

 

Commissioner Kasko asked if we are keeping the policy that those who are doing new 

construction must put in sidewalks.  This was a verbal policy that is authorized by the 

sidewalk ordinance.  Commissioner Moscatelli asked how many people put them in 

versus how many ask for a waiver.  The Administrator replied that for every five (5) times 

the requirement is made to install, three to four of those request a waiver.  The 

Administrator advised that there needs to be a written policy on this procedure.  The 

Commissioners agreed to continue to encourage people to put them in, but that they 

can get a waiver.  The Administrator stated that she will be put that in writing to the 

Construction Office.  Commissioner Rochford asked if this would include when 

renovations are being made.  The Administrator replied that at this time no, but that 

can be discussed later. 

 

The Commissioners then discussed 4-way stop signs around the schools.  The Borough 

solicitor agreed with the Engineer’s report that the Commissioners have the right to put 

in 4-way stop signs within 500 feet of a school, as long as both roads are under borough 

jurisdiction.  Question of whether or not playgrounds and private schools were included 

was raised.  The Solicitor felt that it did include fields, playgrounds, etc.   Commissioner 

Moscatelli suggested that such stop signs be put in at Prospect and the entrance into 

the fields at Springfield Terrace.  It was noted that the Police Chief has stated that some 

parking spaces would be lost since you have to have a 50 foot no parking section 

leading up to a stop sign.  The Borough Administrator indicated that she should have 

the Engineer double check that stop signs could be included at Prospect and 

Springfield Terrace.  The Commissioners reviewed various suggested intersections.  The 

intersections at Centre Street and Lincoln Avenue were mentioned, as well as at 

Washington and Lincoln Avenues.  This last intersection is brought up due to various 

discussions about traffic issues around the schools.  The possibility of one at Avondale 

Avenue by the Elizabeth Haddon Elementary School, by requesting permission from the 

County was mentioned.  The Administrator reviewed the various areas where parking 

spaces would be lost.  The Commissioners agreed to roll this into the Safe Routes to 

School process. 

 

A request for handicapped parking on Kings Highway and/or Sylvan Lake Avenue was 

reviewed by Commissioner Rochford.  Lt. Cutler reported to him that there are not 

handicapped spaces on Kings Highway.  Concerns were discussed that there are no 

time limits for handicapped parking.  It was felt that this would not change the need for 

the First Church of Christ Science to provide handicapped spaces.  Commissioner 

Rochford noted that providing handicapped spaces on borough streets would require 

a change to the current ordinance.  Commissioner Kasko asked if the Commissioner 

would still consider this a possibility, but he would like for the Church to continue to 

move forward with their application process first.  After some discussion the 

Commissioners agreed to deny request at this time. 

 

A banner request from Possibility Players was reviewed and approved. 

 



 

 

The Commissioners reviewed their CDBG Year 36 grant request.  The Borough 

Administrator stated that the County CDBG staff is having issues with the Borough’s Year 

35 award and they are asking the Federal CDBG staff to review.  She further noted that 

there are possible projects at the “Little House” occupied by Interfaith Caregivers.  She 

suggested using Year 36 funds for this work.  Commissioner Rochford asked if there was 

anything else that needs to be done at the Mabel Kay House.  The Administrator replied 

that there is nothing at this time.  It was agreed to move the CDBG Year 36 resolution to 

the March 25th agenda. 

 

Commissioner Kasko announced that Suasions Communications Group will be holding 

a meeting this coming Wednesday at Archer & Griener to talk about promoting your 

business through social media.  

 

The March 11th agenda was reviewed.  The Commissioners reviewed various idea for 

the Women’s History Month proclamation.  It was agreed to move this proclamation to 

the March 25th agenda.  Commissioner Kasko suggested having a proclamation put in 

the local paper that everyone sees extolling the historic women in Haddonfield from 

Elizabeth Haddon to current and mentioning the 300th Anniversary of the town.  The 

Borough Administrator suggested inviting a specified age group from one of the schools 

to attend that meeting; these are the women leaders of the future.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli suggested honoring the volunteer women in town.  No final decisions were 

made at this time. 

 

The Administrator stated that she has reviewed the Historic Preservation Commission 

(HPC) draft ordinance, which has been sent back out to the committee for their review.  

It was her expectation that in the next week or so the revised ordinance would be sent 

out to all members of the HPC, PB and ZB for one last look.  Once this is done a public 

meeting can set bet up to bring back the consultant for the project to explain the final 

ordinance to the public.  This can either be done before introduction of the ordinance, 

or it can be held between the first and second readings.  It was her suggestion to hold it 

between the two readings.  The Commissioners reviewed some of the changes, 

specifically the window replacements.  It was noted that the ordinance should not 

have to be brought before the PB; just the HPC and ZBs at this time.  She is waiting for 

input from the committee before moving forward.  The Commissioners agreed to a 

public meeting before the introduction.  Commissioner Moscatelli requested that it be 

added to the ordinance that real estate agents be required to disclose that the 

property is in the historic district prior to a sale.  The Administrator stated that this would 

be done through a separate ordinance that would be put up for first and second 

readings at the same time.  The Administrator will reach out to the 228 Warwick Road 

homeowners to ask that they follow through with what needs to be done to get out of 

the historic district prior to the introduction. 

 

Commissioner Kasko reviewed the library improvements meeting recently held with the 

architect and library board.   He noted that it was specifically mentioned to the Library 

Board that they possibly provide the bond down payment money.  Also of note was 

that the Friends of the Library have $100,000 for furnishings expenses.  The Borough 

Administrator pointed out that if the furnishings were included in the bond that would 

increase the payments.  Commissioner Rochford asked what the Library’s plans were 



 

 

while the building was under construction.  Commissioner Kasko stated that they have 

some ideas, but need to still work on the location.  The Library has agreed to pay for the 

storage.  The Administrator stated that she would talk to the architect to reconfirm that 

he is authorized to move forward. 

 

The Borough Administrator reviewed the status of energy aggregation program and 

asked the Commissioners if they wanted to drop the program for now.  After a brief 

discussion they agreed to let it drop. 

 

The Borough Administrator provided an update on the 2014 Budget.  She advised that 

she may have the final proposal for the PBA contract at the next work session.  The 

reduction in the health insurance costs was briefly reviewed.  Due to the larger number 

of pot holes from the harsh winter weather has made it necessary to increase the 

amount in Streets O/E for pot holes, although, overall she believes there is a chance 

that the budget may go down over last year.  The Commissioners reviewed that State 

Aid numbers, which are expected to remain flat.  Salary increases were briefly 

mentioned. 

 

At 8:20 p.m. Commissioner Rochford made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was 

seconded by Commission Moscatelli.  The Commissioners voted unanimously on the 

motion. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


